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offices, lumber rooms, &c. ; leaving in 4|
centre an open court-yard. The habitable
buildings are raised a few steps from the court ;
a line of pillars forms the front of the building*
which has no upper rooms ; the roof is flat, and
the sides and back without windows, or any
aperture through which air can be received.
The sides and back are merely high walls form-
ing an enclosure, and the only air is admitted
from the fronts of the dwelling-place facing
the court-yard. The apartments are divided
into long halls, the extreme corners having
small rooms or dark closets purposely built
for the repository of valuables or stores ; doors
are fixed to these closets, which are the only
places I have seen with them in a zeenahnah or
mahul (house or palace occupied by females) ;
the floor is either of beaten earth, bricks, or
stones ; boarded floors are not yet introduced

As they have neither doors nor windows to
the halls, warmth or privacy is secured by
means of thick wadded curtains, made to fit
each opening between the pillars. Some zee-
nahnahs have two rows of pillars in the halls